
BRISTOL 

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

February 3, 2015 

 

APPROVED: 

4/7/15__jrl__________ 

 

AGENDA: 15SE01, SPECIAL EXCEPTION:  JOE & HELEN DeCOSTA, 

  501 Wulamat Road, #103-026 

 

ATTENDING:      Alan DeStefano (Chairman), Richard LaFlamme (Vice Chair), 

Lorraine Bohmiller, Ashley Dolloff   

 

ABSENT: Larry Denton (work conflict) 

 

OTHER: Joe & Helen DeCosta, Brad Jenkins, John Tardiff 

 

 

The meeting opened at 6:00 pm.  As we were a member short, Mr. DeStefano explained 

to the applicants that they could ask for a continuance.  The DeCosta’s asked to go on 

with the hearing tonight. 

 

    

15SE01, SPECIAL EXCEPTION:  JOE & HELEN DeCOSTA/BRAD JENKINS 

The secretary read the application, the list of abutters notified, where the hearing was 

advertised and stated that there were no telephone calls, written responses, or Dept. Head 

comments regarding this hearing. 

 

The Board then looked over the application. 

R. LaFlamme made a MOTION, second by L. Bohmiller, to ACCEPT THE 

APPLICATION AS COMPLETE. 

 

Mr. Jenkins, representative for the DeCosta’s, stated that they wish to remove the cottage 

and build their dream home.  Ms. DeCosta added that they will move the new building 

over so that it meets the town setbacks.  They also intend to make it handicapped 

acceptable and to add a 2
nd

 story for guests.  Mr. Jenkins stated that it will remain a single 

family dwelling.  He then went over the 6 questions: 

1.  Allowed by Special Exception per Article IV, Section 4. 

2.  Appropriate location and of adequate size:  It will be less than 25% of the lot 

 coverage. 

3.  Will not adversely affect the character of the area:  The look and design is to be similar 

 to other updated dwellings in the neighborhood. 

4.  No nuisance or serious hazard to vehicles or pedestrians:  The property has adequate 

 off-street parking. 
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DeCOSTA SPECIAL EXCEPTION, continued: 

5.  Will not place excessive or undue burden on town services or facilities:  The use does 

 not change from the original cottage. 

6.  No significant effect resulting from such use upon public health, safety, and general 

 welfare of the neighborhood:  Asbestos has been professionally removed and all 

 building materials will be of high quality. 

 

Mr. DeStefano asked about the asbestos removal and Mr. Jenkins answered that they got 

a demolition permit but got a professional to do the asbestos, which is now removed. 

 

With no other questions from the Board at this time, Mr. DeStefano asked for public 

comment.  John Tardiff, a curious neighbor, stated that he has no problem with what they 

want to do.  With no other public comments, Mr. DeStefano closed the public portion of 

the hearing. 

 

Ms. Dolloff pointed out that the new house will be 24% of lot coverage.  The Board went 

over the necessary questions: 

2.  R. LaFlamme made a motion, second by A. Dolloff, to accept.  The motion carried. 

3.  R. LaFlamme made a motion, second by L. Bohmiller, to accept.  The motion carried. 

4.  L. Bohmiller made a motion, second by R. LaFlamme, to accept.  The motion carried. 

5.  R. LaFlamme made a motion, second by A. Dolloff, to accept.  Mr. DeStefano noted 

 that the only change is from seasonal to year round.  It was noted that the town 

 turn-around is what is directly in front of this lot.  The motion carried. 

6.  L. Bohmiller made a motion, second by A. Dolloff, to accept.  Ms. Bohmiller 

 mentioned that the asbestos has already been removed.  The motion carried.  

 

R. LaFlamme made a MOTION, second by L. Bohmiller, to APPROVE THE SPECIAL 

EXCEPTION FOR JOE & HELEN DeCOSTA AS PRESENTED.  The motion 

CARRIED. 

 

The Notice of Decision was signed and the DeCosta’s were thanked for coming in. 

 

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 2, 2014:   

R. LaFlamme made a motion, second by L. Bohmiller, to approve the minutes as read.  

The motion carried with one abstention. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  ----- 

 

NEXT MEETING:  The next scheduled meeting is March 3, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. 

DeStefano explained that he will be away for this and for the April meetings.  Mr. 

LaFlamme will Chair if we have any hearings.  Folks have until Feb. 6
th

 to apply. 
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OTHER:  Mr. LaFlamme mentioned that the Spring Planning & Zoning Conference for 

May 2, 2015 is not functioning on the site as yet.  He will check into this. 

 

With no other business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 6:33p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Laferriere, recording secretary 


