
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
December 7, 2010 

 
APPROVED: 
12/21/10__jrl________ 

  
AGENDA:  CONTINUED VARIANCES:  JOHN MESSINA, Holiday Hills  
    Drive, #110-049 
   VARIANCE:  IT’S ALL RELATIVE LLC, 24-26 Central Square, 
    #114-125 
 
ATTENDING:      Alan DeStefano (Chairman), Michael Willingham (Vice 

Chairman), Larry Denton, Ashley Dolloff, Sara Shattuck (alternate) 
   
ABSENT:  Lorraine Bohmiller (medical problem in family) 
       
OTHER: Public 
 
The meeting opened at 6:00 pm.  Ms. Shattuck sat in for Lorraine Bohmiller.   
 
CONT. VARIANCES:  JOHN MESSINA 
Mr. Messina explained that he is in process with DES (Dept. of Environmental Services).  
He has had some excavation done and DES is evaluating the property and will set up a 
reclamation plan.   
 Mr. Messina continued by saying that he does not feel that it is fair to have the 
Ordinance requiring 30,000 sq. ft. now with 125’ the distance needed from a wetland for 
a septic system.  His biggest dimension is 130’ on his ¼ acre.  He questioned if it is worth 
while for him to continue waiting for the Planning Board to make a decision.  He will 
probably not be done with DES and compliance with them until next July or August.  He 
stated that he was not concerned about his variances as he is grandfathered and there is a 
hardship there.  He feels that he should have been told in the beginning that this couldn’t 
be done without all that he has been through.   
 Mr. Messina asked the Board what they thought and they explained that they 
cannot say what the Planning Board will do.  Mr. Messina then stated that he has 
withdrawn from the Planning Board and respectfully asked to withdraw his variances.  
The Board agreed to accept his withdrawal. 
 
VARIANCE:  IT’S ALL RELATIVE, LLC 
Ms. Shattuck stepped down from the Board and Mr. Willingham explained that Ms. 
Shattuck will be treated as any other applicant.  Mr. DeStefano explained that there are 
only 4 members remaining on the Board and she has the choice of continuing tonight or 
to continue to our next meeting.  Ms. Shattuck chose to continue this evening. 
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VARIANCE:  IT’S ALL RELATIVE, LLC continued:  
The secretary read the application, the list of abutters notified, where the hearing was 
advertised and stated that she had received no phone calls or any written responses for 
this case. 
 
The Board looked at the application.  L. Denton made a MOTION, second by M. 
Willingham, to ACCEPT THE APPLICATION AS COMPLETE TO CONTINUE.  The 
motion CARRIED. 
 
Ms. Shattuck explained that only 32 sq. ft. is allowed for a sign on one façade of a 
building.  Her sign, (Blue Skies Natural Foods) which she wishes to move to this 
building, is 32 sq. ft. by itself.  She and Ms. Pellegrino (owners of the building) also have 
Ms. Pellegrino’s sign (Cornucopia Catering and Bakery) to add.  Already, there are 2 
other signs which have been permitted previously; one is The Practical Nutritionist and 
the other is a directory sign for the four business offices on the second floor. 
 
Mr. Willingham mentioned that all signs have been approved, with the approval of the 
ZBA, by the Historic District Commission (HDC) which he feels carries a lot of weight.  
A discussion followed and Ms. Shattuck explained that she had a combined hearing with 
the Planning Board (for allowable uses) and the HDC where she was given their approval. 
 
Ms. Shattuck then addressed the 5 criteria: 
1.  Not contrary to public interest – The signage will draw people to Central Square and 
enhance public support of local businesses. 
2.  The Spirit of the Ordinance – The Ordinance was not intended to hamper businesses 
and the building would maintain historical features and not be cluttered. 
3.  Substantial justice – It would be supporting local businesses and promoting downtown 
growth. 
4.  No diminution of surrounding values – The signs that will be hanging are wooden, 
hand painted signs.  They are similar to the structure and character of the building.  They 
would not take value away from the building or the surrounding buildings (an assimilated 
photo in the Board’s packets was referred to). 
5.  Unnecessary Hardship – Without the ability to advertise via signage, the business 
would not succeed.  Adding the two signs will not take away from the town square 
ambiance.  It will enhance the look of the square by showing a viable business and draw 
other businesses to the square.  The building is a multi-use building and the primary 
businesses need to be able to advertise via signage so the secondary businesses will have 
more people recognizing they are there through traffic that patronizes the primary 
businesses. 
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VARIANCE:  IT’S ALL RELATIVE LLC continued:  
Ms. Shattuck added that the building is huge and needs this size for their signs, they feel.  
Mr. DeStefano asked if any of the signs will be lit and Ms. Shattuck answered that they 
will only be lit if the bulbs can be replaced for the lights that are already there.  She 
mentioned that 2 of the 4 offices on the second floor are occupied at present (a behavioral 
consultant and Ms. Pellegrino’s Practical Nutritionist).   
 
Mr. Denton mentioned that the building is a distance from Route 104 (as it runs through 
the area) and would warrant a larger sign to be seen.  Mr. DeStefano asked the Board if 
there are any further questions from the Board and there were none.  He then opened it to 
the public for comment.  Jim Nyberg, the only remaining public, stated that he thinks the 
plan is great.  The public portion of the hearing was then closed. 
 
Mr. Willingham commented that the case was well presented.  He had one comment that 
under the fifth criteria, “without the ability to advertise via signage, the business would 
not succeed.” is not relevant.  However, he feels that the approval of the HDC carries a 
lot of weight.  Mr. Denton questioned if, having more than one business in a building 
shouldn’t allow for each to have 32 sq. ft.  The Board explained that this is not how the 
Ordinance is written. 
 
M. Willingham made a MOTION, second by L. Denton, to APPROVE THE VARIANCE 
FOR IT’S ALL RELATIVE LLC, ALONG WITH THE HDC APPROVAL.  The motion 
CARRIED and Mr. Denton added that he feels the signs are all in good taste. 
 
REQUEST FOR APPEAL DECISION: 
As Mr. Nyberg was in attendance to hear the Board’s decision to rehear or to deny 
rehearing the Maxton Technologies Inc. variances, Mr. DeStefano determined to address 
this at this time.  A lot of discussion was held as to the process for determining this.  It 
was stated that Ms. Bonsteel, Land Use Officer, had sent a copy of the request to LGC 
(Local Government Center) for their recommendations.  As nothing has been received 
back, the Board would like to wait to hear what LGC has to say.  The secretary looked up 
the RSA and found that the Board has 30 days after receival of the request to make the 
decision.  Based on this, the Board decided to hold a special meeting for making this 
decision. 
 
M. Willingham made a MOTION, second by A. Dolloff, to HOLD A SPECIAL 
MEETING FOR MAKING THE DECISION OF A REHEARING ON TUESDAY, DEC. 
21, 2010 AT 6:00 P.M.  The motion CARRIED. 
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REQUEST FOR APPEAL DECISION continued: 
Mr. Nyberg stated that he feels that the word “value” was not considered; value is not just 
monetary.  Mr. Denton stated that any other value is subjective.  Dick Tapply, also from 
Slim Baker, referred to their area as a Recreational area and mentioned Zoning Ordinance 
section 10.8.6.  Mr. DeStefano read this section and stated that this is up to the Planning 
Board to interpret.  The ZBA only takes cases sent them by the Land Use Officer or the 
Planning Board, he added.   
 
Mr. Nyberg and Mr. Tapply were thanked for attending. 
 
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 3, 2010: 
Ms. Bonsteel had sent in a couple of areas that she felt needed amending.  These were 
looked at and the recommendations adopted as in need of amending were: 
Page 5, 2nd paragraph, 2nd line, replace “10’” with “100’”. 
Page 10, 1st paragraph, 3rd line, replace “Gustasson” with “Gustafson”. 
 
With no other changes, L. Denton made a motion, second by M. Willingham, to approve 
the minutes as amended.  The motion carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
A notice of violation letter from Ms. Bonsteel to Arthur and Marsha Elder, 212 Summer 
St., was read and noted.  The Nov./Dec. 2010 Town & City magazine will be in the office 
for any member who wishes to read it. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting shall be held Dec. 21st for making the decision on 
the Request for Appeal.  Ms. Shattuck mentioned that she had intended on resigning from 
the Board a few months ago due to other obligations.  Ms. Bonsteel asked her to stay until 
after the cell tower hearings were complete.  She had intended to resign now but this 
rehearing request has put a question on it.  The Board asked her if she couldn’t find a 
replacement before she leaves as she is our only alternate. 
 
With no other business, L. Denton made a motion, second by S. Shattuck, to adjourn at 
7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jan Laferriere, secretary 
   


