
Town of Bristol 

Conservation Commission 

November 5, 2014 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Call to order: 7:00 PM 

Members Present:  Janet Cote, Sandra Heaney, Richard Batchelder, 
Maureen McGuire, and Mason Westfall.  
 
Minutes Review and Approval: Sandra Heaney Motioned to approve October 1, 2014 and 
October 27, 2014 minutes as written. Maureen McGuire seconded the motion and it carried. 

Correspondence Review: Info Requests, Wetlands Permits, Planning Board, Zoning Board, etc. 

New Business: 

Erin Lambert, P.E.-Nobis Engineering Inc.-Dollar General Project:  A brief overview of the project 
was presented to include the Wetlands, Shore land, and Special Use permits.  The project 
includes construction of a 9,100 sq. ft. retail building with 34 parking spaces. The project 
includes 2.3 acres that have been sub-divided and developed for Dollar General. In addition to 
local permits, NH DOT requires a driveway permit, which is under consideration. DOT has a 
culvert that runs through the site but the pipe is of questionable integrity. The pipe will be 
replaced in kind using 15 inch plastic.  Supporting drainage calculations have been given to the 
town. 100 year storm calculations were not included but will be provided. Sandra Heaney asked 
about the change in impervious surfaces. Ms. Lambert stated that the square foot numbers are 
going down as the proposed lot is only looked at. The amounts are 16,900 sq. ft. of pavement 
and 22,500 sq. ft. of gravel for a total of 39,000 sq. ft.  DES considers gravel to be impervious 
surface.  Storm water goes to the river but it will be treated before it reaches the ground water 
table. The storm water is treated as it goes through a series of chambers surrounded by stone.  
A majority of the storms will be treated but overflow goes directly into the river.  The runoff 
water will be about a third of what it is today.  Ms. Heaney asked if this is considered to be best 
practices for an infiltration system next to wetlands.  Ms. Lambert replied that it is. The system 
is easy to maintain and needs to be cleaned out every six months to a year.  Mrs. Cote asked 
who enforces this.  Ms. Lambert replied that local ordinances enforce this but that an 
operational maintenance plan can be tied to the site plan.  Mason Westfall asked if the roof 
was double pitched or flat.  Ms. Lambert commented that this decision is not a firm one and 
work will need to be done with the Planning Board on architectural considerations.  There will 
be no run off and no drip edge as water will get piped underground.  Mr. Westfall expressed 
concern about contaminates that collect on roof systems.  Ms. Lambert stated that the state 
requires treatment of commercial roofs and that run off water will be treated. The special use 



permit was discussed.  The portion of the building that encroaches on the wetlands buffer is 
1,036 sq. ft. There is 102 sq. ft. of sidewalk and 2,128 sq. ft. of pavement.  The 50 foot setback 
was measured from the edge of the wetlands boundary. A wetlands scientist did look at this. 
The top of the slope will be vegetated that today is hard pack gravel. There is currently no 
riprap on the outlet of the culvert.  The culvert will be replaced in the same location just at a 
different angle and rerouted around the building. The only permanent impact is to add the rip 
rap.  Mr. Westfall commented that he felt it was better to have an open swale than a closed 
culvert to accommodate the greater volume of water coming out of the pipe and that flash 
water situations will cause erosion if there is not preparations for this. Ms. Lambert replied that 
the volume will not be very much more.  The rip rap will help with flash water situations and 
the area will be vegetated with erosion control matting and the top soil will be restored with 
high strength matting.  Ms. Cote asked if there were other options other than the rip rap. Ms. 
Lambert replied that there is not a good alternative.  Ms. Heaney commented that she is 
concerned with the buried propane tanks in the wetland setback.  Ms. Lambert replied that she 
is not overly concerned with gas but that they will work on trying to pull them out.  Ms. Cote 
commented that she would prefer the building to be smaller or moved to allow it to be outside 
the wetland buffer. Ms. Cote asked about the area the dumpsters were in. Ms. Lambert stated 
that the dumpsters are on concrete pads and that the area is graded to flow.  Ms. Cote asked 
about snow removal and the use of sand or salt.  Ms. Lambert replied that snow will be stored 
in surrounding landscape areas. Salting is not recommended and this decision can be rolled into 
the maintenance plan.  Mr. Westfall commented that he thought the logical area to push snow 
would be over the bank and provisions need to be made for this. In regards to the Shore land 
permit, Ms. Lambert commented that there is a 7% overall reduction in the amount of 
impervious materials. Mr. Westfall asked if there was one entrance. Ms. Lambert replied that 
there is one entrance. Ms. Cote asked for the 100 year storm numbers to be provided and that 
she would recommend a two foot pipe instead of the 15 inch pipe.  

 

The Commission discussed the information presented.  Ms. Cote commented that enforcement 
issues should be part of the site plan as the code enforcement officer would only check the area 
if called there. Maintenance needs to be reported on a schedule. Ms. Cote wants the relocating 
of the DOT pipe and the maintenance responsibility agreement checked on.  The list of 
concerns in the Intent to Investigate notice was reviewed.  The 100 year flow level still needs to 
be supplied. The impact of the percentage of the building on the wetlands setback could be 
eliminated with a smaller building. The building should have been sized to the lot.  The drainage 
plans have been addressed and the engineering data is updated.  The soil reports have been 
supplied but it is recommended that an independent wetlands soil analysis be completed.  
There is still concern with the buried propane tanks in the setback.  The maintenance plan, 
winter maintenance concerns and enforcement will be mentioned at the Planning Board 
meeting.  

Wetlands and Shoreland permit applications and updates: 

Scott and Deborah Oglevee-115 Greenwood Path Map/Lot 102/002:  This is a standard review 



application to include installation of a seasonal dock, work on a deck, and proposed 
construction on naturalized shoreline to include 6 foot wide lake access steps. Mrs. Cote 
commented that DES may limit what they can do to restore the shorefront as they have erosion 
issues. Mr. Westfall feels that the rebuilding of the retaining wall bears some looking into.  Mrs. 
Cote will look at the associated building permits and go look at the property.   

NH DES File # 2014-01355- DeVost Yacht Club Condominium Map/Lot 108/51:  A Request for 
More Information letter was written to the NH Wetlands Bureau regarding Devost Yacht Club.  
The existing files were reviewed and there were questions on the dredge and fill and some 
concern with the culvert.  The response included outlined new conditions for the dredge and fill 
with modifications for a more realistic dredge. New applications have been filed with DES and 
all requests have been responded to. DES will respond but no approval has arrived yet. 

NH DES File # 2014-02580-471 Wulamat Road Map/Lot 103/23:  A Shoreland Impact Permit 
was issued on 10/08/14.  The permit allows for the demolishing of an existing structure and 
building a new structure with conditions.  

NH DES File # 2014-02725 164 Barron Road Map/Lot 209/50:  Letter of complaint about 
possible violations on the property.  The complaint alleges that fill was placed within the 250 
foot Protected Shoreline setback without a permit or proper authorization from DES.  

NH DES File # 2014-04224 North Main Street Map/Lot 216/100-003:  DES accepted an 
application on 10/16/14 for a permit to install a septic system on the property.   

Board meeting Updates:  The November 12th Planning Board meeting regarding Lake Street # 
216-021. This is probably a change in use request. The code enforcement officer has reported 
that there are permits and there is no encroachment on setbacks.  

Old Business: 

2015 Budget: Dues are now $270.  There was only $250 budgeted for Membership Dues. Mrs. 
Cote will make this change to the Commission Operating Budget.   

Next Meeting Logistics:  Next scheduled meeting December 3, 2014       

Individual Tasks Assignments:  Mr. Batchelder will look at the Barron Road 
property.  Mrs. Cote and Ms. Heaney will look at the Greenwood Path 
property. 

 
  Adjournment:  Ms. Heaney made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Batchelder. The 
motion was approved and the meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.  

  
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Wendy Costigan, Secretary 
 

 



 


