
 

Minutes 

Bristol Select Board Meeting 

November 24, 2015 

 

Members Present:  Janet Cote, Rick Alpers, Paul Manganiello, 

Betsy Schneider and Shaun Lagueux 

 

Also Present:  Interim Town Administrator (ITA), Merelise 

O’Connor 

 

Chairperson Cote called the meeting to order at 5:14 pm and 

explained that the meeting purpose was to discuss the application 

of the Right-to-Know Law vis a vis Board decision making and 

records of meetings.  The Chair asked Ms. O’Connor to summarize 

the requirements of RSA 91-A.  Ms. O’Connor outlined the points 

of the RTK law that are of particular concern to the Board in 

conducting its regular business and distributed copies of the 

statute, the NHMA guidance regarding 91-A and alerted the 

Board to the Attorney General’s guidance on the law which is 72 

pages long and best reviewed by accessing the AG’s website.  Ms. 

O’Connor also furnished the Board with a memorandum explaining 

the salient points of public verses non-public session and when 

decisions are indeed to be made public or when sealing the 

minutes is appropriate. 

 

On a motion by Schneider/Manganiello, the Board voted 

unanimously to unseal, review and possibly amend the Sept 10, 

2015 minutes and to make them appropriately available to the 

public.  After discussion, and on a motion by Lagueux/Schneider, 

the Board voted unanimously to amend the minutes to reflect 

that the Board voted on Sept 10 to accept the resignation of the 

Town Administrator and the Financial Officer with regret.  On a 



motion by Lagueux/Manganiello, the Board voted unanimously to 

accept the amended minutes.  The September 10, 2015 non-public 

minutes are hereby unsealed and amended and the minutes of 

November 24, 2015 will be attached to the Sept 10 minutes to 

record the Board action. 

 

The Board discussed the minutes of November 5, 2015.  On a 

motion by Lagueux, seconded by Manganiello, the board voted 

unanimously to unseal the minutes of November 5. The November 

19 minutes will be considered on December 3 at the regular Board 

meeting.   The Board agreed to continue to seek guidance and 

compliance with the spirit and letter of the RTK law as it moves 

forward in conducting Town business.   

 

The Board discussed the Chair’s recommendation to have the 

Interim Town Administrator sit in on and participate in the Dec 1 

interviews with candidates for the position.  On a motion by 

Schneider/Manganiello, the Board voted unanimously to have the 

ITA attend and participate with questions for the Dec 1 

interviews. 

 

The ITA asked the Board members to visit Hemlock Book Rd to 

see the widening work that has been undertaken by abutters over 

the recent summer/fall.  The matter will be an agenda item at the 

Dec 3rd meeting and it would be well if Board members could see 

the road in person if they hadn’t already.  Board member Lagueux 

outlined the steps to be taken in accordance with the law to 

improve a Class VI road.  The Board asked that Mark Bucklin, 

Highway Superintendent provide a specific written 

recommendation as to the remediation of the work there in 

relation to the ancient stonewalls, and removal of the boulders 

that are piled up in the widened section.   

 



Select Board member Alpers asked that the Board send a letter 

to state officials to seek the continuance of a State liquor store 

in Bristol to support the local economy and Bristol’s tourism.  

Local restaurants use the store in town and would have to travel 

Route 104 six miles to purchase wine and liquor to offer it to 

their customers.  The many summer visitors to Newfound Lake 

would have to exit right from 93n to patronize a store in New 

Hampton and will then have to face a safety issue crossing traffic 

to head into Bristol.  The Board also noted that other Bristol 

business interests might suffer if tourists head east on 104.  The 

Board agreed by consensus to direct the ITA to draft the letter 

for the Board to sign and direct it to the Exec. Counselor, 

Senator, House member and the Liquor Commission. 

 

6:00 PM  On  a motion by Alpers/Schneider, the Board voted 

unanimously to adjourn. 


