
MINUTES 
BRISTOL SELECT BOARD 

March 6, 2014 
 

PRESENT:  Select Board Members: Don Milbrand, Joe Denning, Janet Cote, Betsy Schneider, 

Shaun Lagueux, and Town Administrator Michael Capone.     

 

Mr. Milbrand opened the meeting of the Bristol Select Board at 6:01 PM.   

 

Minutes of February 20, 2014  

Ms. Schneider motioned to approve the public and non-public minutes of February 20th, seconded 
by Mrs. Cote.  The Board approved the minutes in a vote 5-0.       
 
Manifest of March 6, 2014 

Ms. Schneider motioned to accept the manifest of March 6th, seconded by Mrs. Cote.  The Board 
voted 5-0 in favor of approving the manifest.     
 
New Business: 
Police Officer Commendations 
Chief Lewis presented four Police Officers with commendations for their efforts in dealing with an 
armed robbery which took place recently in Bristol.  Officer Kristin Swass, Officer Megan 
McDevitt, Detective Sergeant Tim Woodward and Lieutenant Kris Bean were each presented with a 
letter of commendation that was read to those in attendance by Chief Lewis.  The officers were 
thanked for their efforts by both the Chief and the Board.   
 
Discussion of Warrant Presentation for Town Meeting 
Board members discussed how the warrant articles are to be presented at Town Meeting.  Mr. 
Capone stated that he will prepare notebooks with information on the articles for discussion at 
Town Meeting.   
 
Articles 5, 6 and 7 will be presented by Mr. Denning.  Ms. Schneider will second the motion to 
move Articles 5, 6 and 7 for discussion.   
 
Article’s 8 and 9:  Mrs. Cote / Mr. Lagueux   
 
Article 10:  Mr. Lagueux / Mr. Denning 
 
Article 11: Mr. Lagueux / Ms. Schneider   
 
Article 12: Mr. Milbrand / Mr. Lagueux   
 
Article 13: Mr. Milbrand / Mrs. Cote 
 
Article 14: Mr. Denning / Ms. Schneider 
 
Article 15: Mr. Lagueux / Mr. Denning   



 
Article 16: Mrs. Cote / Ms. Schneider 
 
Article 17: Mrs. Cote / Mr. Lagueux 
 
Article’s 18, 19 and 20 are submitted by petition. 
 
Article 21 will be moved by the Chair of the Budget Committee.   
 
Article 22: Mr. Lagueux / Mrs. Cote  
 
Article 23: Mr. Denning / Mr. Lagueux  
 
Article’s 24 & 25 are also submitted by petition.  Article 24 will still need a request for a ballot vote 
at the meeting should one be desired.   
 
Mr. Lagueux stated more information had been received about Article 18 which will be presented at 
Town Meeting.   
 
Mr. Capone asked the Board to let him know if there was any additional information they required 
for Town Meeting.   
 
Lease Agreement for Parking at 16 Central Street 
Mr. Capone provided the Board with the proposed lease agreement as discussed at the last meeting.  
The parking spaces would be located just off of Central Street in the Town Parking area located on 
map 114, lot 120.  
 
The Board also considered the amount of the lease.  Mr. Denning suggested that the lease amount 
be $1.00/year/space.   Mr. Denning stated he felt the parking area was an extension of the Square 
and should be treated as such.  Ms. Schneider and Mr. Lagueux also agreed.  Mrs. Cote stated it 
would be a good starting point but may need to be amended in the future.  
 
Mr. Capone stated this agreement could run for a one year term and a longer term lease, up to five 
years, could be taken up a next year’s Town Meeting.  The term of the lease will run from when the 
applicant receives final approval from the Planning Board until March 31st,   2015.   
 
Mr. Denning made a motion to charge Mr. Smith $1.00/year/space for the year’s lease of parking 
space effective March 31st, 2014 or when Mr. Smith receives approval from the Planning Board..  
This agreement would terminate on March 31st 2015.  Mrs. Cote clarified that the Board’s intent was 
to create an agreement to be executed upon approval with the Planning Board and Select Board.  
The motion was seconded by Mrs. Cote.  With no further discussion, the Board approved the 
motion in a vote of 5-0.   
 
Assessing Items 
Mr. Capone presented the Board with three abatement requests for consideration based on a 
recommendation from the Assessor.  An agreement for mapping services was also presented for 
review.   
 



A proposed agreement with GIS Mapping was discussed.  This allows maps to be available to the 
public via the Town’s website as well as copies viewed at the Town Offices.  After discussion, Mr. 
Lagueux motioned to accept the contract with GIS Mapping Services, seconded by Ms. Schneider.  
The Board voted 5-0 in favor of approving the contract for GIS Mapping.  
 
The second contract was for Assessing Services.  Mr. Capone reviewed the proposal submitted by 
our current Assessing firm, Commeford, Neider, Perkins.  He mentioned that the prices had been 
requoted as Christina had concerns with their previous submission.   Mr. Milbrand inquired on why 
there was no total included on the contract.  Mr. Capone explained the rates are broken down hourly 
for different services and used appropriately.  Mr. Capone also noted that he will be revisiting 
assessing services and do a Request for Proposal in 2014.  With no further discussion, Mrs. Cote 
made a motion to approve the contract as submitted.  The motion received a second from Mr. 
Denning and the Board voted 5-0 in favor of accepting the contract.   
 
Town Administrator’s Report  
Mr. Capone informed the Board that the Highway Superintendent has suggested the Town road’s 
would be posted effective March 17th.  Mrs. Cote motioned to authorize the posting of weight limits 
on Town road’s effective March 17th, seconded by Mr. Denning.  The Board voted 5-0 in favor of 
the motion.   
 
Mr. Capone notified the Board of a request from the Planning Board Secretary to appoint alternate 
member, Steve Favorite, to a permanent seat on the Board.  Mr. Denning motioned to appoint Steve 
Favorite as a full-time member to the Planning Board, seconded by Mrs. Cote.  The Board voted 5-0 
in favor of the motion.   
 
Ms. Schneider inquired if the Board should assist other Board’s in recruiting alternates.  Mr. Capone 
stated that various Boards are bare bones as it is and are in need of alternates.  Mr. Capone 
mentioned that some of the Board had discussed having an informational recruiting session some 
Saturday morning in an effort to recruit new members.   
 
Tuesday March 11th is voting day at Marian Center from 8AM- 7PM.  The second session of Town 
Meeting will be held beginning at 9AM on Saturday March 15th at the High School auditorium. 
 
There will be a meeting at the High School on Friday afternoon to review plans for Town Meeting. 
 
Mr. Capone provided an update on the status of the additional traffic signs for the area around the 
Square.  Christina had been reviewing the sign locations with the State and had a couple of questions 
still to be answered   He and Christina met with Mike Vignale this week to discuss locations in the 
Town rights of way and to review some of the pricing as well.   Ms. Schneider inquired on the street 
sign design.  Mr. Capone showed the Board some of the signs and discussed the federal 
requirements with regard to what the signs would need to look like. 
 
A meeting of the Highway Safety Committee was held last Friday morning at 9AM in the Town 
Office.  The committee reviewed and approved the preliminary list of possible NH Highway Safety 
Grant funding for 2015.  The committee also discussed making a request to the State move the 
30MPH sign on Route 104 near RP Williams further east passed the entrance to Ayers Island Road. 
   
 



 
 
Select Board Items 
Ms. Schneider commented on a letter from Helga Stamp regarding the zeroing of a budget line for 
NLRA in this year’s budget.  She felt the letter deserved a response as it was very direct.  The Board 
reviewed the letter and held a discussion on how to proceed.  Mr. Capone will draft a response and 
forward to the Board for consideration prior to Town Meeting.   
 
Mr. Capone informed the board that the Wild Meadows Wind Project application had been deemed 
incomplete by the SEC.  They had not resubmitted a corrected plan by the required deadline, so if 
they choose to proceed with that project they will have to submit a new application.  Ms. Schneider 
commented that if the new Wild Meadows Project application is approved, the Town should be 
prepared to fight it.    
 
Mr. Denning suggested that the Board reconsider the motorcycle grant.  He felt that if he had been 
here for that meeting he would have voted for it, and stated he would still like that opportunity.  Mr. 
Lagueux seconded the motion to reconsider for discussion.  Mr. Denning agreed that the grant 
needed to be rewritten.  A vote was taken to reconsider the item, 3-2 (Ms. Schneider and Mrs. Cote 
opposed) motion passed.  Mr. Denning made a motion to resubmit the grant as corrected.  Mrs. 
Cote added that the Board did not have a grant in front of them to review.  Mr. Lagueux seconded 
the motion.  Mr. Denning stated that the benefits to having the motorcycle included use during 4th 
of July events, Memorial Day and parades.  Ms. Schneider added that she did not think the 
motorcycle was used often at all, as she works across from the Police Station six days a week and 
sees its sitting most of the time.  Mr. Milbrand added that it was an opportunity to take wear and 
tear off another cruiser.  Uses of the motorcycle versus a cruiser were discussed.  Ms. Schneider 
added that you cannot transport arrests on the motorcycle. Mr. Denning noted that stops and arrests 
could be done and a second vehicle could be called to transport if needed.   
 
Mrs. Cote shared her concerns about a year-long lease commitment for a vehicle that could only be 
used six months of the year.  If it was being used fully in that six months, it could save money 
towards other vehicles.  She would be agreeable to a six month lease.   
 
Mr. Lagueux was ok with the funds spent on this.   
 
With no further discussion the Board voted 3-2 (Ms. Schneider and Mrs. Cote opposed) in favor of 
the grant application for the motorcycle.   
 
Mr. Denning stated that he thought the Board should have counsel at Town Meeting.  He feels that 
due to the number of articles, Counsel should be present.  Mr. Denning and Mrs. Cote agreed that 
there are several articles that involve legal language which may need interpretation.  Mr. Lagueux and 
Ms. Schneider were unsure of whether they wanted to have counsel present.  They recognized the 
need to have legal representation there however did not want to spend the money if not needed.  
Mr. Denning moved to have Town Counsel at Town Meeting on March 15th, seconded by Mrs. 
Cote.  The Board voted 5-0 in favor of the motion.   
 
Mrs. Cote suggested the Board review the applicable statutes reviewed by Counsel at the recent 
Planning Board Meeting.  Mr. Capone will send the information out to Board members.  She also 
attended a meeting recently with DRA and discussed information she learned with the Board.  Mr. 



Capone will request the presentation from NHDRA and provide it to the Board.  Mrs. Cote also 
inquired if other Board members had any thoughts on pricing for Common rentals.  She requested 
this be placed on an upcoming agenda for discussion.  She also commented on issues with the 
website that she has had.  Mrs. Cote inquired on the status of downtown.  Mr. Capone is working on 
sorting out some information with DOT.   
 
Public Comments 
Margaret Hoyle inquired on the signage costs and where they are paid from if included in the project 
costs.  She commented on the Police Department having more officers certified to operate the 
motorcycle so it does not sit.  She inquired on the repainting of signs for Bristol and the status of 
that and suggesting replacing them with something more durable.   
 
With no other public business to come before the Board, at 7:36 PM, Mr. Denning made a motion 
to enter non-public session under RSA 91-A: 3 (d) and (a), seconded by Ms. Schneider.  The motion 
passed in a roll call vote by the Board 5-0.   
 
With no other public business to come before the Board, at 8:21PM, Mr. Lagueux made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Ms. Schneider.  The Board voted 5-0 in favor of 
the motion. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted:  

Kelly Lacasse   
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Don Milbrand, Select Board    Joe Denning, Select Board  
 
 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
Betsy Schneider, Select Board   Janet Cote, Select Board 
 
 
______________________________ 
Shaun Lagueux, Select Board 
 

 


