
MINUTES 
BRISTOL SELECT BOARD 

February 6, 2014 
 

PRESENT:  Select Board Members: Don Milbrand, Joe Denning, Janet Cote, Betsy Schneider, 

Shaun Lagueux (arrived at 5:33), and Town Administrator Michael Capone.   

 

Also present, Fire Chief, Steve Yannuzzi. 

 

Mr. Milbrand called the meeting to order at 5:30PM.  Mrs. Cote made a motion to enter into non –

public session und RSA 91-A: (a) with a second from Mr. Denning.  The Board vote 4-0 in favor of 

the motion. 

 

Chief Yannuzzi left the meeting at 5:52PM. 

 

At 5:53PM Mr. Denning made a motion to come out of non-public session at 5:53PM with a second 

from Mr. Lagueux.  The Board voted 5-0 in favor of the motion. 

 

Mr. Milbrand called for a recess at 5:53PM. 

 

Mr. Milbrand reconvened the meeting of the Bristol Select Board at 6:00 PM.   

 

Minutes of January 23rd, 2014  

Mrs. Cote motioned to table the approval of the minutes of January 23rd until next meeting, 
seconded by Ms. Schneider.  The Board approved the motion in a vote 5-0.       
 
Manifest of February 6, 2014 

Mrs. Cote motioned to accept the manifest of January 30th, seconded by Mr. Lagueux.  The Board 
voted 5-0 in favor of the motion.   
 
New Business: 
Warrant Article Review and Discussion 
Mr. Capone provided the Board with updated proposed warrant articles discussed at the last 
meeting.  Petitioned articles 21-23 which require dollar amounts, need to be voted on.  Mr. Milbrand 
started review with Article 21. 
 
Article 21: By Petition:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty thousand dollars 

($20,000.00) to repair/replace the roof of the Old Fire House.  This would cover the cost of repairing the structure 

and replacing the shingles on the bell tower and painting the existing metal roofing.  This amount is an estimate and 

only the cost of the actual work would be spent. (Majority vote required).   

Mr. Denning suggested that the Board waits a few more years before doing the work on the Old 

Fire House.  Mrs. Cote agreed as per the Board’s previous discussion.  Mr. Lagueux also agreed with 

other Board members suggesting that the Old Town Hall certainly was a priority currently and 



should be dealt with first.  He also suggested it would be helpful if the Board had some figures for 

those repairs to consider.  After discussion of the article the Board voted not to recommend the 

article 0-4, with one abstention by Ms. Schneider.   

Article 22:  By Petition:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Thousand Five 

Hundred Dollars ($20,500) for the purpose of conducting and organizational and operational assessment of the 

Bristol Police Department with the intent of studying the Department to ensure that it is appropriately structured, 

organized, staffed and equipped to fulfill their mission and to meet the current and projected future policing needs of the 

community; and further, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to negotiate a contract containing a detailed scope of 

service designed to accomplish the intent of the article with Municipal Resources Inc. of Meredith, NH or a similarly 

qualified, knowledgeable and independent 3rd party consultant with relevant experience and expertise in public safety 

operations and management. (Majority vote required) 

Ms. Schneider stated she agreed with the study because there are residents who think we have too 

many police cars and officers.  She felt it would be helpful to have an appropriate determination of 

whether the services are needed for Bristol.  Mrs. Cote agreed.  Mr. Denning stated the Town has 

done this in the past and he has no issues doing it again since it has been a long time.  Mr. Lagueux 

asked, what if it was determined that there were not enough officers or cruisers.  The Board agreed 

that was an outcome to be considered.  The Board agreed on recommending the article in a vote of 

5-0. 

Article 23:  By Petition:  To see if the Town will authorize Four Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars 

($450,000) for the purchase of a Pumper/Tanker truck for the Fire Department, and to authorize the Selectmen to 

enter into a long term lease/purchase agreement payable over seven years beginning in the year 2015.  This lease 

agreement is subject to a non-appropriation clause which means the lease purchase agreement may be terminated if a 

future Town Meeting fails to approve funding.  There will be no tax impact to the 2014 budget. (Majority vote 

required) 

Mrs. Cote stated she is not in favor of this motion.  Mr. Lagueux stated he felt the Town should 

continue putting money away and continue on with the plan in place.  Mr. Milbrand and Ms. 

Schneider agreed as well.  Mr. Denning stated this is outside of the plan agreed upon by the Board.  

Mr. Capone discussed the logistics behind this article and how it could impact the Town.  Mr. 

Milbrand stated he understood that the truck would need to be ordered a year in advance, which is 

why there is no payment for the first year.  The Board voted not to recommend article 23,  0-5.   

Two additional petitioned articles will be on the warrant, but they do not contain appropriations and 

as such, do not need to be voted on by the Board.   

Ms. Schneider inquired on some clarification for Article 25.  Mr. Denning explained that several 

other Towns in NH have passed this and are also asking for Bristol Select Board to send a letter of 

support to the NH Legislature which limits the amount of money raised by political parties for 

campaigns during elections.  Mr. Denning explained Max Stamp brought this to his attention and 

would speak on it at Town Meeting.  Mrs. Cote asked for clarification on who this would affect.   



Mr. Milbrand reviewed Article 24 which is petitioned to reduce the number of Budget Committee 

members from 13 to seven.   

The Board discussed the order of the warrant articles for discussion/consideration at Town 

Meeting.  Mrs. Cote suggested all money articles should be discussed before the budget so more 

people would be present for discussion and voting.  Mr. Denning agreed with Mrs. Cote on the 

process stating historically it has been done both ways. Article 18, 21, 22 and 23 will be moved 

before Article 17.  Article 19, 20, 24 and 25 would remain after Article 17.   

Ms. Schneider inquired on the language used in the three proposed revolving fund articles.  A letter 

from DRA expressed that the language in the articles was acceptable and no changes were needed.   

Ms. Schneider provided some inquiries from Budget Committee members.  Mr. Carr inquired if the 

language in Articles 5-7 stating the funds were to be in custody of the Treasurer should instead be 

the Trustee of the Trust Funds.  Ernie Richards had concerns about the items which included trades 

did not include amounts.  Ms. Schneider inquired on why amounts were not included in Article 8 

and 12.  

With regard to the language in articles 5-7, Mr. Capone explained that the language in the article is 

taken directly from RSA 31:95-h and cannot be changed.   With regard to the trade in language Mr. 

Capone read a response from DRA that explained that the trade in value received would be reported 

on the MS-4 in the fall. 

Ms. Schneider also inquired if they could include the tax impact by article on the warrant.  Mr. 

Lagueux suggested the Board has something prepared with figures just in case.  Mrs. Cote inquired if 

it would be possible to do this and still meet the Town Report and Budget Hearing timelines?  The 

Board considered providing a handout versus having the information included in the reports so as to 

not delay anything or provide misleading information.  Mr. Capone suggested having the 

information included in the overhead presentation at Town Meeting.  The Board agreed that would 

be a good way to proceed. 

Mr. Capone inquired on the language for Article 17 from the Select Board.  Historically, the Board 

has not submitted a second budget in addition to the Budget Committee.  Mr. Denning clarified that 

the budget being voted on is a Budget Committee budget.  Mr. Denning suggested a quick meeting 

for next week to vote on the Final Budget amount proposed by the Budget Committee.  The Board 

proposed a second meeting following the budget hearing on Wednesday the 12th at 5:30. 

Mr. Capone inquired on one final budget line proposed by the Board, but not discussed.  The line 

being 01-4210-667 for the police motorcycle.  The addition of the new line was requested for clarity 

of the funds involved with the motorcycle.  The Board discussed replacing the $1,800 for the 

motorcycle in their budget.  Mrs. Cote suggested a reduction to the new equipment and addition of 

the funds in another line.  Mr. Lagueux motioned to amend the Select Board’s budget police 

equipment line, 01-4210-810 to $3,200 and motorcycle line, 01-4210-667 in the amount of $1,800 

with a second from Ms. Schneider.  The Board voted 5-0 approving the amendment.   



One change was made to the Conservation Commission secretary position to break out the FICA 

and Medicare wages without affecting the bottom line of $800.   

Review and Discuss Lease Agreement for Parking 

Mr. Smith who owns 16 Central Street had previously requested parking for his building via a lease 

with the Town.  Mr. Capone researched the matter and obtained some language to develop a 

proposed agreement for the Board to review.  He suggested the Board review this document for a 

discussion at the next meeting.  Mr. Capone will notify Mr. Smith of the Board’s intent.  Mrs. Cote 

inquired if the wording in the document should be the Town of Bristol instead of Select Board.  Mr. 

Capone agreed and will make the correction.  Mr. Lagueux inquired if the proposal is for two 

specified parking spots or just two spots downtown (in general) and if the tenants would be required 

to use those spots specifically.  Mr. Capone commented that the lease contemplates that it would be 

better if the spots were designated.  The Board will provide feedback to the Town Administrator on 

the policy.  The Town Administrator will update Mr. Smith on the status of the lease. 

Assessing Items 

The Board reviewed an abatement request from Bristol Community Services located at 24 Pleasant 

Street.  The Assessing Assistant Ms. Goodwin provided a background for the request.  The 

abatement was not submitted after the deadline as the property was acquired after that time.  They 

received the abatement for the building they moved out of located on N. Main Street.  Mrs. Cote felt 

that if they received it last year for the old building, then they should wait and apply next year when 

they have been in the new building for a full year.  Mr. Lagueux agreed with Mrs. Cote on the timing 

issue.  Mr. Denning reminded the Board of the visit with Bristol Community Services last fall and 

their importance in this community.  Ms. Schneider inquired if the Board could allow a partial 

abatement.  Mr. Capone responded that they could.  Mr. Denning motioned to accept the abatement 

request, seconded by Mr. Lagueux.  Upon vote by the Board the abatement was approved in a vote 

of 3-1-1, with Mrs. Cote opposed and Ms. Schneider abstaining from the vote.   

Town Administrator’s Report  
Mr. Capone reminded the Board of the 1st Public Hearing on the Budget on February 10th at 7PM at 
the Library.  The 2nd Public Hearing, if necessary has been noticed for February 14th at 7PM also at 
the Library.   
 
Mr. Capone updated the Board on the Round 5 & 6 project status.  He mentioned that he had been 
given operational authority by the previous Board and wanted to be certain that the present Board 
will comfortable with him continuing to have him sign off on project documents.  The Board had 
no concerns given that it was the continuation of an existing project. 
 
After the adoption of the Grant Policy at the last meeting, Ms. Salmon from the Police Department 
provided Mr. Capone with information on some grants that are being pursued for 2014.  The first 
application was for the motorcycle.  Mr. Milbrand stated if the grant was approved but the funds 
were not appropriated then the Town was under no obligation to spend the funds.  Mrs. Cote stated 
there was no requirement for the Town to match or spend towards this.  Board members asked if 



they could have the documents emailed to them for review.  Other grants being considered are DWI 
patrols and speed enforcement.  Mr. Capone will email it out to the Board for review.   
 
Congresswoman Kuster is hosting a career fair later this month in Concord, NH.  Information on 
the event will be placed on the website. 
 
Mr. Capone mentioned to the Board that he had applied for a rebate from PSNH for the new 
heating system installed in the Town Office.  He anticipated a possible  rebate of a few hundred 
dollars, but the Town ultimately received a rebate of $3,225. 
 
   
 
Select Board Items 
Mrs. Cote met with Ms. Lacasse earlier to review contracts.  She also requested vendor contract info 
because she had concerns that current contracts may conflict with the new purchasing policy.  She 
also had received information on a right to know request from Mrs. Manganiello which she had not 
heard about.  Mr. Milbrand had received the request and apologized for not forwarding it to the 
Board.  She inquired on the status of the request and the SRO impact on the Town.  No funds will 
be budgeted for this position with the School District as it was voted down at the school meeting.  
Mr. Capone communicated to Mrs. Manganiello that he would have the information available by 
Friday February 7th.   
 
Public Comments 
Garlyn Manganiello shared her reasoning behind the RSA 91:A request on the SRO position 
information to both the School and Town.  Due to the breakdown in communication, two Select 
Board members did not find out about the SRO at a school meeting which concerned her.  There 
were many details not discussed publicly.   
 
Eric Rottenecker inquired on the process for reconsideration of warrant articles at Town Meeting. 
Mr. Denning stated that this could be done however the Moderator would need to recognize this 
and announce at Town Meeting.  Mr. Rottenecker also inquired on how much money tax money is 
presently outstanding.  Mr. Capone mentioned that he could obtain a report from the Tax Collector.    
 
Mr. Simard commented on the ambulance contract services out to surrounding Towns and the 
leeway which Department Head’s have in managing their departments.  He suggests the Select 
Board gets more involved in department business.   
 
With no other public business to come before the Board, at 7:41PM, Mr. Denning made a motion to 
enter non-public session under RSA 91-A:3 (c) and (e), seconded by Mr. Lagueux.  The motion 
passed in a roll call vote by the Board 5-0.   
 

At 7:52PM, Mr. Denning made a motion to come out of non-public session.  The motion was 

seconded by Ms. Schneider.   The Board voted 5-0 in favor of the motion. 

 

At 7:53PM Mr. Denning made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Schneider.  

The Board voted 5-0 in favor of the motion. 

 



 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  

Kelly Lacasse   
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Don Milbrand, Select Board    Joe Denning, Select Board  
 
 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
Betsy Schneider, Select Board   Janet Cote, Select Board 
 
 
______________________________ 
Shaun Lagueux, Select Board 
 

 


