
 
MINUTES 

BRISTOL SELECTBOARD 
May 30, 2013 

 

PRESENT:  Select Board Members: Don Milbrand, Joe Denning, Betsy Schneider, Janet Cote, 

Shaun Lagueux and Town Administrator Michael Capone  

 

Mr. Milbrand opened the meeting of the Bristol Select Board at 6:01PM.   

 

Minutes of May 16, 2013 

Mr. Denning motioned to accept the minutes of May 16th as submitted, seconded by Mrs. Cote.  
Upon vote by the Board all five members voted in favor of approving the minutes 5-0. 
 
Mr. Lagueux motioned to accept the non-public minutes as submitted, seconded by Mr. 
Denning.  Upon vote by the Board all five members voted in favor of approving the non-public 
minutes 5-0.   
 
New Business: 
 
Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund – Gail Darrell  
 
Gail Darrell of Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund (CELDF), a non-profit 
environmental private firm that assists communities with prohibiting environmental hazards, 
provided a brief history and background of the firm for the Board. A group of concerned 
residents asked Ms. Darrell to speak to the Board with regard to their concerns of 
environmental impacts from the Smart Meter project.  Applicable RSA’s governing Smart 
Meters were discussed.  Suggestions for the Board to implement and enforce in the community 
were provided.   Ms. Darrell reviewed a chart of influential factors on communities that are 
facing environmental projects.  She educated the Board on ways that Bristol can effectively 
prevent hazardous environmental projects from happening here by adopting ordinances and 
rights to protect communities.   
 
The Community Rights Network has been created in local communities in NH where community 
bills of rights and prohibition acts are supported through enforcement of law, and enacted at 
the municipal level to become ordinances voted in by the citizens of a community.   
 
Ms. Darrell asked for the Board to support their citizens and recognize their concerns with the 
Smart Meter project.   She is also working on an ordinance for Bristol citizens to consider after 
an educational process has taken place.   
 
Mr. Lagueux inquired the recognition and legality of ordinances passed in communities by the 
State.    



 
Mr. Milbrand inquired on Ms. Darrell as a resource for inquiries on zoning laws which are 
passed by Planning Boards.    
 
The Board thanked Ms. Darrell for her presentation. 
 
CCNTR- Regional Public Health Update – Jim Richardson  
 
Jim Richardson provided an update on the most recent realignment of the regional public 
health network.  There has been a reduction in the network from 14 regions to 13 regions.  
Bristol was one of the Towns reassigned.  Mr. Richardson noted that there would be no 
reduction in services and support merely a reassignment of Towns within other groups.  
Whereas all of the Newfound District Towns had been in one region, they are now split 
between the Lakes and the Central Regions.  Mr. Richardson then introduced Rick Silverberg 
the Managing Director for CCNTR,  Sarah Sutherland of Drug and Alcohol Prevention, Donna 
Quinn from the Central NH Public Health Region and Chief Steve Yannuzzi of the Bristol Fire 
Department.  Mr. Silverberg reviewed the goals of CCNTR within the communities they serve 
and how they assist.   The current contract for Emergency Public Health Preparedness, Drug and 
Alcohol and the Immunization Outreach Programs combines all services and changed the 
grouping of Towns within these areas.   The Newfound Area is now grouped with the Plymouth 
services.  Franklin Region groups are now placed with Lakes Region.  CCNTR kept seven towns 
and Barnstead has been added to the mix.   The new group has not been named yet and is still 
currently being organized.  Programs to be offered through the various groups were discussed.   
 
Sarah Sutherland from Bridges to Prevention as part of the CCNTR discussed the program’s 
goals and changes to be expected over the transition.  Danbury and New Hampton are no 
longer included in the region covered by CCNTR.  Ms. Sutherland assured the Board that the 
services will still be provided throughout the transitions.   
 
Jim Richardson thanked Joe Denning, Chief Yannuzzi and Chief Lewis for their assistance in 
emergency preparedness planning in the Newfound Area over the last few years.  Donna Quinn 
will be taking over for Mr. Richardson beginning July 1st.  Donna Quinn spoke of the changes 
with the community health network over the last few years.  She thanked the Board for the 
Town’s cooperation with their programs over the last few years.  Chief Yannuzzi commented on 
the division of the Newfound School District within the proposed changes and stated he had 
been working on changing this.   
 
Mr. Silverberg discussed the many programs that have been offered and how they contribute 
to the overall illness prevention goal.  Mid-State has been working to offer community based 
health care options to more individuals in need.  School dental programs are being offered 
locally, however, they are contingent upon funding from State and Federal sources.   
 
The Board thanked the CCNTR group for providing updates to the Board.   
 



Solar Projects – Bill Dowey 
 
Bill Dowey, Chairperson for the Bristol Energy Commission, was present to discuss the status of 
two solar projects under consideration in Town.  Bill has been working with the Plymouth Area 
Regional Energy Initiative (PAREI) on solar options for various local projects.  He has met with 
the Energy Committee and later approached the Library Trustees with options for the use solar 
arrays to provide for the energy needs of the Library.  RFP’s for the installation of a solar array 
for the Library have been received and reviewed.  Should the project move forward, the solar 
arrays are expected to be installed on the south facing roof on the back of the Library by the 
end of July.   The project would be eligible for a rebate from the State once they are installed at 
a rate of eighty cents/kilowatt.  Town Administrator Capone stated that funding for this 
purchase is from Trustee funds.  Mrs. Cote inquired on whether there was any return on the 
time and cost invested in the project.  Mr. Dowey indicated there was not because the funds 
came from the Trustees.  We are not viewing it as an investment measured in terms of ROI, but 
essentially it would be about seven years.  That number would change if a larger array was put 
in place. 
 
Mr. Dowey also a discussed a proposed RFP to seek funding for a technical study to design and 
implement a 1MW solar array on Town land at Hall Street.  The purpose of the array would be 
to generate electricity to the grid for local distribution and to also generate revenue from the 
sale of the Renewable Energy Certificates earned by the project.  The Public Utilities 
Commission offers grant funding for programs designed to promote local renewable energy 
initiatives such as these.  The initial proposal would seek thirty thousand dollars in grants to 
fund the development of a technical project plan.  If accepted, this would require a 
commitment of $5,000 in funds from the Town.  The request for funding for the array would 
follow.  That would be an estimated 4 million dollar in grants funding with an estimated 
$100,000 in matching funds from the Town. 

Mr. Denning inquired on the revenue potential for the renewable energy potential on projects.  
Mr. Dowey stated it would be about $60,000 in revenue from the sale of Renewable Energy 
Certificates alone.  Mr. Dowey discussed funding options for the project.  If the Town would be 
interested in using land off of Hall Road to place the project, it could benefit through direct 
revenue that would grow annually.  Mr. Lagueux stated his support for the proposed project.  
Town Administrator Capone stated the need for PAREI membership which provides tools for 
seeking reimbursements at a cost of $50.00.  Mr. Dowey explained the process for seeking 
reimbursements and a proposed timeline.  Mrs. Cote inquired on how many acres were needed 
for the solar panels.  Two acres would be required at a minimum.  Town Administrator Capone 
will discuss the project with Water/Wastewater Superintendent Jeff Chartier as water and 
sewer pumps are located on this land.  Ms. Schneider inquired on other projects similar to the 
proposed one in New Hampshire. Mr. Dowey explained that Plymouth has recently applied for 
a similar grant. The Board thanked Mr. Dowey for his contributions towards this proposal.   

Newfound Pathways – Bill Dowey, David Berton, Jan Collins 
 



Jan Collins of Newfound Pathways reviewed the group's mission for the Newfound area.  The 
organization is looking to create new recreational paths in the area to encourage walking, 
biking and other outdoor activities that promote health.   Ms. Collins gave an overview of 
community activities offered in the Newfound area recently.  Mr. Berton was introduced and 
discussed the bicycle route around the Lake.  The State has agreed to provide signage for the 
route and the signs will include a place for the group to place its name.  They are looking to 
partner with the Town and some of the work we have done with the Bike Path and other 
pedestrian and bicycle projects.  

An open house will be held on June 27th at the Bridgewater Town Hall to bring awareness to 
their efforts.  The Board agreed that joint cooperation was important and agreed to support 
Newfound Pathways efforts.  They thanked Jan, Bill and David for attending. 

Chief Michael Lewis- Quarterly Update  

Chief Lewis discussed the Police Association for Bristol to assist in fundraising and promoting 
public events.  A donation was offered to the Police Department however as there is no 
organization within the Department that is separate, they are unable to accept it.  Research 
was conducted and the Department decided to create the Police Association.  Funds could be 
used in a manner similar to Fire Companies and other local groups. 

The Police Department currently has a female intern from the University system observing the 
Officers on the evening shift.  This program provides criminal justice candidates an opportunity 
to observe the workings of a Police Department in preparation for a career in Law Enforcement.  
  Another benefit to this program is that the University provides a fully paid class to the 
Department for each semester an intern is working with the Bristol Police Department.  
Employees can take advantage of classes at no cost to the Town.   

DARE graduation was held last week.  Sergeant Guerriero ran the program for the second year 
in a row.  Parents have given positive feedback on the program which benefits students and the 
community.  Operation Safe Prom was held recently just before the Newfound Prom to 
promote responsible motor vehicle operation during that event.  A motor vehicle patrol was set 
up on prom night to check vehicles and provide enforcement with students to ensure a safe 
prom night.  Faculty and parents gave positive feedback on the efforts of the Bristol Police 
during prom night.   

A Critical Incident Training representing a three phase active shooter scenario was held recently 
at the Newfound High School.  This type of training is required for all full-time members in 
cooperation with the SWAT Team and NH State Police.  A plan has been created and reviewed 
by the Police Department.  Training was provided by the SWAT Team at no cost to the Town.   

Direct radio communication between the schools and the Police Dispatch has been upgraded as 
a result, of a grant that was obtained for new portable radios for the Police Department.  The 
Chief was able to supply the schools with the older Police radios so that Administrative Staff can 
communicate with the Department more quickly and effectively on monitored frequencies.   



The 2013 cruiser has arrived and is being outfitted using Federal funds that provide for 50% of 
the funding for an video/audio recording system and a radar system.  

As part of the Highway Safety program, vehicle checks have been conducted in cooperation 
with the School District to ensure children are secured properly in seat belts.   

Motor vehicle statistics data were provided for 2013 to date.  Calls for service were reviewed 
for the Town as well.   
 
Ms. Schneider inquired on the number of juvenile arrests.  The information was not available at 
the time. 

The 2013 cruiser will become part of the patrol division and will be marked.  Mr. Denning 
inquired on the Police Department's statistics currently compared with last year.  Overall the 
statistics are higher than last year, but Chief Lewis felt it was an overall trend across the state.  
Difficulties faced by the Department with staffing have presented challenges during the year.   
 

Ms. Schneider inquired on the grant for the Police Department motorcycle which is a 50/50 
match.  The grant has been received however it does not show in the revenue reports in the 
budget.  Town Administrator Capone explained that this is an area which he has been working 
on with the Finance Officer.  There have been conversations with the Local Government Center 
and the Department of Revenue Administration in an effort to better define a policy for better 
financial reporting of grants. Mrs. Cote also had concerns with regard to lines in the budget that 
appear over expended but are not due to anticipated revenues.  She also inquired whether 
there was a policy process for Department Head's to obtain grants which required approval of 
the Board.  Town Administrator Capone stated that there is no policy as most Departments will 
typically come to the Board with any potential matching funds request but other grant funds 
are pursued directly by the Departments.  Mr. Denning discussed the history of hiring a grant 
writer which had been pursued at one time.  Town Administrator Capone stated that most time 
the Department Heads have contact with the agencies offering these grants directly to the 
Town’s advantage.   

Ms. Schneider inquired on the billing process for outside details.  Chief Lewis stated that when 
Bristol Police is present for a detail, they collect the revenue for that less any payroll expenses.  
If a cruiser from Bristol is used during the detail by another officer, the Town collects revenue 
above the officer's hourly rate.  Bristol Police Officers are given first choice for details before 
other others.  Daily updates from the engineer and construction manager are provided for 
scheduling for details, however changes may occur.  Ms. Schneider inquired on the contract 
amount for officers.  This is determined in the project budget within the contract.  She also 
inquired on how many hours of the 750 project hours Bristol Police officers have covered 
details.  Chief Lewis will obtain the information.  Ms. Schneider inquired on the use of detail 
officers versus flaggers, and indicated there was an RSA covering such events.  She inquired on 
any agreements with the State of NH which require use of Police Officers versus flaggers on a 
State road.  Chief Lewis indicated that requests are made regularly for Police Officers with 
marked cruisers for each detail.  The Police Chief stated the RSA dictates that the Chief of 



Police, Sheriff or Constable in charge of that municipality has the authority for assigning police 
details.  Mrs. Cote inquired on the rate we bill for Officer details which shows as $60.00 on the 
billing as shown in the project budget worksheet.  Ms. Schneider inquired on direct billing by 
other Towns with the construction company, which is required by Lyman Construction.   

Mr. Lagueux inquired on whether officers who are working details in Bristol have full authority 
powers as an officer from another town.  Chief Lewis stated they do have full authority as an 
officer while performing duties here under the detail.  Chief Lewis stated that there have been 
several incidents involving vehicles, intoxicated drivers, and damage to construction equipment 
in the work zone.  Mr. Denning stated the downtown area is a dangerous area at this time.   

Selectmen Items 

Mr. Milbrand inquired on the summer schedule to accommodate the concert series.  June 27th 
is the first concert, so the Board will alter their meeting schedule to meet on June 13th and 
June 20th due other commitments and meetings.  The meeting of June 13th will include a 
meeting at the Ayers Island hydro station with town counsel, utility assessor followed by a 
meeting at 5PM with Town Counsel.  The meeting on June 20th will be a public meeting with a 
published agenda.   

Mr. Lagueux and Mr. Denning were at the Library re-dedication which was well attended.  An 
update on the School District committee was provided.   

Mrs. Cote inquired on road stop signs as she had a request to have a sign at the end of 
Newfound Road onto River Road.  Mr. Capone mentioned that he had brought this to the 
State’s attention last fall and that he will follow up on it. 

Mr. Milbrand asked if we were required to have stop signs at the ends of all roads that intersect 
a State highway. The Town Administrator will check with the Highway Department. 
 
Mr. Denning inquired on a street light that is still out near Shackett's Store.   

Mrs. Cote had some questions on the budget sheets and will meet with the Town 
Administrator.   

Town Administrator's Report 

Two appointments for Library Trustees were given to the Board to sign.   

The Town Administrator mentioned that Sandra Heaney had submitted an application 
requesting an appointment to the Conservation Commission.  The Board would need to appoint 
her if they so choose.  Mr. Denning motioned to appoint Sandra Heaney to the Conservation 
Commission, seconded by Ms. Schneider.  The Board voted 4-0-1 in favor of the motion with 
Mrs. Cote abstaining as she is presently acting Chair of the Conservation Commission. 



Warranty deed paperwork between the Town and the adjacent owners of the Library regarding 
parking area was reviewed.  Due to changes in the Board, the forms were resubmitted.  Mr. 
Denning motioned to accept the warranty deed paperwork between the Town and Kevin and 
Theresa Getty for 0.14 acres adjacent to the library, seconded by Mr. Lagueux.  Upon vote by 
the Board, motion passed 5-0. 

June 13th at 2PM a tour at the PSNH Hydro Plant will be followed by a meeting at 5PM with the 
Utility Assessor and Town Counsel.   

A brief update on the Summer Street mailbox issue was provided.  A letter was sent by the 
Town Administrator to the Post Master.   

Ms. Goodwin is working on updating the Peddler's Permit.  A multi-use form is being developed 
to simplify the permitting process for annual events.   

The current waste disposal agreement between Wheelabrator and the Concord Regional Solid 
Waste Cooperative, of which Bristol is a member, is set to expire in 2014.  The Cooperative is 
seeking a new contract that will run from 2015 thru 2022.  The Town Administrator noted that 
he will be reviewing other proposals with the Highway Superintendent from other providers to 
compare with what is currently under consideration by the COOP. The information will be 
gathered for review to determine the Town's best option going forward.   

Public Comments 

Mr. Richards inquired whether officers working details are on duty.  Chief Lewis stated that it is 
a requirement for officers not to be on duty while working details.  He also inquired on the 
need for other officers when Bristol Police has ten officers for available for details.   

Mrs. Manganiello inquired on the Police Association being created for Bristol Police and 
whether there would be a Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors or appointment of 
members will be determined as well as any fees to be paid due to non-profit status.   

Mr. Richards inquired on detail revenue and whether it went towards Police Officer wages.  
Further explanation of the revenue and breakdown of costs with police details took place.   

With no other public business to come before the Board, at 9:02PM Ms. Schneider made a 
motion to enter into non-public session under RSA 91-A: 3 II-a, c, d and e, seconded by Mrs. 
Cote.  The Board voted 5-0 in favor of the motion by a roll call vote. 
 
With no further non-public business to come before the Board, at 10:10PM Mr. Denning made a motion 

to seal the minutes of the non-public session.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Schneider and voted 5-

0 in favor by a roll call vote.    

At 10:10PM Mr. Lagueux   made a motion to come out of non-public session.  The motion was seconded 

by Mr. Denning and voted 5-0 in favor by a roll call vote.    



Mr. Denning made a motion to approve the manifest prepared for the meeting of 5/30/13.  The motion 

was seconded by Mr. Lagueux. The Board voted 4-0-1 in favor of the motion with Mrs. Cote abstaining. 

With no further business to come before the Board, at 10:11PM Mr. Lagueux made a motion to adjourn.  

The motion was seconded by Mr. Denning.  The Board voted 5-0 in favor of the motion. 

 
Respectfully Submitted:  
Kelly Lacasse   
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Don Milbrand, Select Board    Joe Denning, Select Board  
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Betsy Schneider, Select Board  Janet Cote, Select Board 
 
 
______________________________ 
Shaun Lagueux, Select Board 
 

 


