
MINUTES 
BRISTOL BOARD OF SELECTMEN  

August 13, 2012 
 

PRESENT:  Jeff Shackett, Don Milbrand, Phil Dion, Joe Denning, Town Administrator Michael Capone, 

Highway Superintendent Mark Bucklin, Town Clerk/Tax Collector Raymah Simpson.   

At 6:02 PM Vice Chairman Shackett opened the meeting of July 30, 2012.   

Selectman Milbrand arrived at 6:12 PM 

Skip Sansoucy – Utility Assessments 

Mr. Sansoucy began his presentation with a review of the Fairpoint assessment which only went into 

effect in 2011.  The Legislature did not realize that the language in the legislation that they enacted only 

covers poles, conduits and the use of Rights of Way.  Fairpoint has argued the value of the Rights of Way 

and have appealed their rates statewide.  Fairpoint asked for a surcharge reversal, however it was 

denied.  Bristol’s utility value is $1,533,000.  Fairpoint argues the value is $376,000.  The value method 

used by Fairpoint was an average of associated estimated costs. 

Mr. Sansoucy stated that Fairpoint’s next step is to file either in Superior Court or the Bureau of Tax and 

Land Appeals (BTLA) by September 1st.     The Town should expect appeal cases to be consolidated by 

County.  Mr. Sansoucy stated that voluntary settlements will affect the Town’s public services and 

suggests allowing Fairpoint as well as the other utilities to file an appeal before any negotiation takes 

place.   

New Hampshire Electric Co-Op (NHEC) has made a concerted effort to roll back to the Department of 

Revenue’s assessed valuation.  NHEC differs from PSNH in that they cannot determine how much their 

costs were in Bristol whereas PSNH does know.  NHEC provides information to DRA which is then used 

to assess based on allocation of costs.  An income approach is used to counter the cost argument which 

is allowed by the State.  NHEC is appealing Bristol’s value down to $389,000 from $1,243,000.  Mr. 

Sansoucy will be corresponding with NHEC as part of the appeal process. We may end up as an 

expanded appeal that would involve other Towns in Grafton County.  It was recommended to wait for 

NHEC to file their appeal before entertaining any discussions with them. 

Public Service of New Hampshire (PSNH) total assessment is $14,791,800 of which $7,730,400 is Ayers 

Island Hydro Station, $260,000 is in land value and the balance in poles and wires.  PSNH puts their value 

at $3,596,000.  PSNH has been engaged in appeals with other communities and has not settled in any 

community for more than 1.5 times the requested amount.   

As is the case with Fairpoint and NHEC, Bristol may be involved in an appeals case with other Towns, but 

this is yet to be determined. 

 



The present assessed value for Newfound Hydro is $3,000,000.  They have submitted information to the 

Town that indicates that they feel the value is closer to $1,489,000.  Since this is a Hydro facility, we 

must consider it in many ways the same as the Hydro portion of PSNH.  As is the case with the other 

utilities it is recommended to wait until an appeal has been filed before any further discussions occur.   

The Board thanked Mr. Sansoucy for his presentation.  Mr. Sansoucy will be contacting the Town 

Administrator in September to provide an update on the appeals process and any other information 

relevant to utility valuations. 

Minutes of July 30, 2012 

Selectman Milbrand motioned to accept the minutes of July 30th as written, seconded by Selectman 

Dion.  The Board voted 3-0 in favor of the motion with Selectman Denning abstaining.   

Mark Bucklin- Highway Superintendent – Project Updates  

Highway Superintendent, Mark Bucklin was present to discuss a second round of paving projects with 

the Board.  Mr. Bucklin noted that our current paving contractor, GMI, had indicated that they would 

hold their pricing for these other projects.  

 Superintendent Bucklin indicated that approximately 2800 feet the sidewalk on Lake Street, the section 

from Bond Auto up to Franklin Savings Bank could be resurfaced at an estimated cost of $8,000.00.   

Ayers Island Road down to the lower dump could be repaired and resurfaced for estimated $16,000-

$17,000.  Ballou Road could be done for an estimated cost of $5,000.  Members of the Board requested 

a look at Merrimack and Spring Streets.   

Funds will be reviewed to see what ultimately could be included for the balance of the paving season.   

Superintendent Bucklin noted that Jenness Hill Lane and Benz Road were in need of some minor repair 

after recent storms.   

Overnight parking in Central Square was discussed.  The ordinance states that between November 15 

and April 15 any vehicle parked on a Town road during a storm can be towed.  There are still issues with 

vehicles obstructing snow removal in the downtown area during and after snow storms. The Board 

asked the Town Administrator to coordinate a notification process for residents and work with the 

Police and Highway Departments to have a procedure in place before November. 

Raymah Simpson- Town Clerk/ Tax Collector 

Mrs. Simpson provided members of the Board with a list of properties that are not current on taxes and 

are being recommended for deeding.   

Map 102, Lot 001: Owner has made payments and anticipates paying off through regular payments. 

Map 224, Lot 018:  Owner has been making payments, and anticipates paying off the balance in the next 

60 days.   



Map 116, Lot 072: Recommend deeding property.  No response has been received after several 

attempts to contact for payments.   

Map 113, Lot 063: Recommend deeding property. No response from owner, mail has been returned.  

Tenants were asked to pay taxes for owner, yet nothing has been paid by either party. 

Map 224, Lot 063: Owner last made a payment in February of 2011, and has had no contact with Tax 

Collector since that date.   

Map 107, Lot 078: Taxes owed back through 2007, however the owner makes weekly payments.   

Map 223 Lot 049: Payments have been made however and arrangement for a new payment schedule is 

being worked out.   

Map 219 Lot 042: Owner is working on paying off 2009 taxes and a check has been received.   

Map 224 Lot 006: Payments have been received however the last payment made was in March.                 

Progress on taxes back to 2008 has been made.   

Map 104 Lot 110: Owner has not made any attempt to pay on the taxes.   

Map 223 Lot 005: Payments were being made, however the owner passed away in June.  Property may 

go up for sale as it is in an estate at this time.   

Map 111 Lot 017: Owner contacted Tax Collector and stated he would make payments, however the 

arrearage exceeds $12,000 and nothing has been received at this time.   

Map 222 Lot 021: One of the trustees has come forward to pay off the balance on taxes and bring it in to 

current status on taxes.   

Map 223 Lot 022: Payments have been received monthly in the amount of $100 which has now paid off 

2007 taxes.  2008 taxes are being paid off now. 

The Board discussed accepting credit card payments for tax collection.  The Tax Collector indicated that 

she was working on this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vice Chairman Shackett motioned to deed the following properties for non-payment of taxes:  

Map :  Lot:  
116  072 
113  063 
114  155 
224  063 
224  006 
114  0110 
223  005 
111  017 
111  015 
104  113 
217  092 
217  093 
 
Motion was seconded by Selectman Milbrand.  The Board voted 4-0 in favor of the motion.  The 
deadline for deeding will be August 22nd.    Ms. Simpson will attend the Board meeting on August 27 to 
provide the Board with the final list of deeded properties. 
 
A Pole license form was presented to the Board for signature. 
 
Ms. Simpson stated Mary Richardson, is presently attending the New Hampshire Town Clerks/New 
Hampshire Tax Collectors joint certification training program.  Mary received a scholarship to attend the 
program, so there is no cost to the Town.  

 Ms. Simpson mentioned that she was nominated as second Vice President to the Tax Collector’s 
Association.   

Selectmen’s Items  

Selectman Denning stated his daughter is donating a picnic table for Cummings Beach area.   
 
Town Administrator’s Report  
 
A meeting of the Library Project Committee will take place next week.  Selectman Shackett commented 
on the variance in the prices submitted on the project bids.  The bid process was discussed.  There are 
sufficient bids in all areas of the project to consider using subcontractors on the project.   
 
A meeting with the Army Corps of Engineers scheduled for this week has been rescheduled to 
September 5th.   
 
Lakes Region Planning Commission representatives needing reappointment include Murray Campbell as 
the TAC Committee Alternate and Steve Favorite as the Commissioner.  Selectman Denning motioned to 
reappoint both members to the Lakes Region Planning Commission. The motion was seconded by 
Selectman Milbrand and voted 4-0 in favor by the Board.   
 



The refinancing of the two outstanding water and sewer notes with USDA through the Bond Bank has 
been approved.  We are awaiting paperwork from Bond Counsel for the Board to approve and sign.  It is 
estimated that there will be a savings of more than $30,000 over the term of the new note. 
 
At 7:59 PM Selectman Milbrand motioned to enter non-public under RSA 91-A:3 II- C, seconded by 
Selectman Denning.  The motion was approved 4-0 by a roll call vote. 
Respectfully Submitted:  
 
Kelly Lacasse  
Executive Assistant 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Rick Alpers, Chairman     Jeff Shackett, Vice Chairman  
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Don Milbrand, Selectman    Joe Denning, Selectman  
 
 
_____________________________ 
Phil Dion, Selectman  
 


