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MINUTES 
BRISTOL BOARD OF SELECTMEN  

May 26, 2011 
 

PRESENT:  Chairman Rick Alpers, Vice Chairman Jeff Shackett; Selectmen Joe Denning, Phil Dion; 
Town Administrator Michael Capone.     
 
Chairman Alpers called the meeting to order at 6:04 PM.   
 
Minutes of May 12th, 2011 
 
Upon review of the minutes from May 12th, 2011 Selectman Denning motioned to approve the 
minutes seconded by Selectman Dion.  The minutes were approved by a vote of 4-0. 
 
PSNH: Specific Update on the Northern Pass Project 
 
Chairman Alpers opened the discussion by stating that the Board has set aside 30 minutes for the 
presentation, followed by time for questions from the Selectmen.  The meeting was not 
scheduled as a Public Hearing for the public, but instead as an informational session for the 
Selectmen to understand the impact of the project on Bristol.   
 
PSNH Representative Sue Blothenberg was introduced by the Board.  Informational packets 
were distributed which included maps showing the proposed transmission line including the path 
through Bristol.  A second representative Don Chase from PSNH provided an overview of the 
project for the Selectmen.  The transmission line will be positioned on the east side of the Town 
of Bristol approximately 2.45 miles in length.  The current transmission line is on the west side 
of the right of way.  The existing structure will need to be rebuilt and moved to the east side of 
the current transmission line.  New structures were discussed with some as tall as 100 feet.   
 
Construction details will be discussed in more detail at a later date.  An open house will be held 
on the project for citizens, along with other update meetings over the process.   
 
Vice Chairman Shackett inquired on the proposed structures to be built in this process.  A 
representative of PSNH stated that the type of structure will be decided during the design phase.  
Vice Chairman Shackett preferred the monopole design.  Input will be taken during the process 
from the public.  The height of the structure is determined by the clearance needed in the area.  
There will be minimal noise from the transmission lines which is limited as much as possible 
upon installation.    
 
Landowners may be contacted for access during construction phase.  Selectmen Denning 
inquired on how alternative/ independent electric companies locally will be affected.   Laurel 
Brown of PSNH replied that companies such as Alexandria or Bridgewater Power Plants could 
be affected negatively through displacement in the new market.  Chairman Alpers voiced 
concern over effects on local wood chip plants and their impact on the community.   
 
Chairman Alpers inquired on the financial aspect of the project.  Information was provided in the 
handout which outlined projected tax revenues locally and statewide by Town and county.   
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Vice Chairman Shackett inquired on the procurement of the current PSNH right-of-way.  The 
easements would be recorded within the original deeds at the time they were obtained.  
 
Chairman Alpers opened the meeting up to the public for questions about the project.  Ian 
Schaffer inquired on the asset value of the cost projected per mile and how depreciation may 
affect this.  Ms. Brown replied that depreciation flat-lined in other similar projects, which is 
dependent upon the value of the equipment and the tax impact on Bristol.  This value of the 
proposed DC line could fluctuate over the years. Further information will be provided to the 
Town Administrator.        
 
Betty Seeler inquired also inquired on the depreciation over a number of years of transmission 
lines and the long-term effects of maintenance to prevent deterioration.  Mrs. Seeler asked if the 
process would be subject to the current Planning Board process which is dependent upon the 
progress of the project.  (I could not hear this part very well---no microphone near this group…)  
 
Another individual inquired on the effects of the noise from the transmission lines.  Mr.    of 
PSNH replied that the noise generated may or may not be noticeable, but is less than what 
currently runs through Alexandria.   
 
Pat Personowski of Bristol inquired on the current right of way for PSNH.  There will be no 
effects to the lake area.   
 
An inquiry on the map provided by PSNH showed privately owned land.  This map came from a 
State database.      
 
John Larsen inquired on the impact to the environment with concerns to pollution while clearing 
trees over the course of the project.  He also commented on the impact this project could have to 
the area.   
 
Chestnut Street Property/ Cell Tower Request 
  
An email from the Slim Baker Association requested the Board to nullify the variance on the 
Chestnut Street to prevent the cell tower from being built on that land was read.   Betty Seeler 
stated that they would like to see the variances removed from the property deed to prevent 
further development of the land into a cell tower.  Selectman Dion stated that future owners 
could apply for another variance in the future which could start the process all over again.   
 
Neighborhood Watch Program – Bristol Police Department 
 
Police Chief Lewis updated the Board of a new Neighborhood Watch Program which is live on 
the Town website.  Materials are being provided to residents throughout Bristol.  Each Police 
Officer will be responsible for a sector within the Bristol community.  Signs and fliers are now 
being posted.  A Public Safety Day will be taking place in June that will allow residents to view 
the new vehicles and other equipment used by the Police Department.  Chief Lewis reviewed the 
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importance and benefits of the Neighborhood Watch project for the community.  An officer will 
be present in the Town Square beginning this weekend each Saturday from 10 am – 2 pm.   
 
Design Engineering Services Agreement – Central Square TE Grant  
 
Town Administrator Capone provided the Board with the services agreement on the Safe Routes 
to School Project.  William Rose from NH DOT agreed to the changes to the project costs 
(lowered to $49,700) as well as updates to the project details.  If there are no issues with the 
changes, Town Administrator Capone suggested that the Board motion to authorize Chairman 
Alpers to sign the agreement.  Selectman Denning motioned to authorize Chairman Alpers to 
sign the Phase I agreement with KV Partners as discussed, seconded by Vice Chairman Shackett.  
Motion passed in a vote of 4-0.   
 
Property Liability Insurance Renewal 
 
Town Administrator Capone discussed the property liability insurance with the Selectmen.  The 
Town’s contract is up June 30th with Local Government Center (LGC).  Last year’s premium 
was $62, 606.90.  If we continue coverage with LGC, they would require a three year contract 
and guarantee no more than 6% increase for the coming year’s premium.  The last two years of 
the agreement would limit the increase at 9%.  Town Administrator Capone prepared a 
spreadsheet for the Selectmen to compare costs between LGC and Primex over the next three 
years.  The coverage is not exact between the two companies, but there is a significant difference 
in the cost.  Chairman Alpers recused himself from the vote as he is an employee of Primex.  
Board members reviewed the costs of the two proposals.   
 
Selectman Denning motioned to accept the LGC proposal for Property Liability Insurance 
Coverage, seconded by Selectman Dion.  Upon vote of the Board, 3-0 voted in favor with one 
abstention.   
 
Selectman Items  
 
Selectman Denning stated that he has resigned from the Regional Citizens Commission (RCC) as 
of this week and suggested that the Board discuss future involvement in the organization. 
 
Vice Chairman Shackett suggested the Board look into the Sewer to the Lake Project as funding 
is very limited statewide and federally.  The money being spent on a lobbyist may no longer be 
effective.   Town Administrator Capone updated the Board on the Water Resource Development 
Act would not be heard until the fall.  Vice Chairman Shackett stated he is disappointed with 
such little results and would like to see more progress on the project for the money we are 
spending. 
 
Town Administrator’s Report  
 
Jeff Chartier wanted to thank Eric Rottenecker for the trees donated for the new pump station on 
North Main Street.   
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A document for Grafton County Superior Court was presented for the Board’s review to request 
a Special Town Meeting on July 20th at the Old Town Hall.   
 
The Board was asked to consider dates for a Summer Town Meeting.   
 
Updates for the Safe Routes to School were discussed.  Bids will be opened on June 10th and 
local companies will be contacted to submit bids.  A tentative start date would be July 1st to be 
completed prior to the opening of school in August.   
 
Mr. Crawford inquired on the next step for the memorial on Lake Street he has proposed.  
Funding sources will be researched.   
 
Habitat for Humanity’s request to work with Bristol’s CDBG Grant Program for funding is still 
pending.  Town Administrator Capone is looking into other Town projects which could use the 
grant program. 
 
Public Comments 
 
Ian Schaffer inquired with the Board on whether the Board will represent the citizens of Bristol 
on the Northern Pass Project.  Chairman Alpers responded by stating that with more information 
he would be able to make a decision on the project.   
 
At 7:49 PM Selectman Shackett motioned to enter into non-public session under RSA: 91- A, B 
& D. The motion was seconded by Selectman Denning and passed by a roll call vote 4-0.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kelly Lacasse  
Executive Assistant  
 
 
 
 
_________________________    _______________________ 
Rick Alpers, Chairman       Jeff Shackett, Vice-Chairman 
 
 
________________________     _______________________ 
Joe Denning, Selectman           Don Milbrand, Selectman  
 
 
___________________  
Phil Dion, Selectman  
 
 
 
 


